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De 1 truly: is plenteaty,.: . as 
labourers are few. Pray ye. therefore 
the Lord of the harveſi, that, he. would 

fend; forth err into his harveſt. 


$48. 


8 0 ARCE any thing. 10 ſenſibly 
aſſects the mind of a truly 
| benevolent and reli gious per- 
ſon, as the conſideration of that groſs 
and deplorable ignorance, * in Which 
the generality of mankind have ever 
been involved: with a tender and 

2 „ene 
compaſſionate concern | does he view 
creatures endowed with rational fa - 
culties and powers; capable of the 
nobleſt attainments and, molt | re- 
fined pleaſures ; capable of growing 8 
in wiſdom, virtue, and a divine re- 
ſemblance; and, conſequently, * of ob- 
taining and enjoyin 8 the greateſt and 
moſt ſubſtantial happineſs ; 2 Wander- 
A n bg 


C4 8 
ing in the mazes of error and fu- 
perſtition; unacquainted with even 
the capital and fundamental princi- 


ples of rational religion; ignorant of 
'Go5; inſenſible of the dignity of their 
Hature, the end of their exiſtence, 
and .the perfection after which they 


ſhould aſpire. Even one being thus 


unhappily circumſtanced muſt, in ſuch 


a mind, excite a humane and. ge⸗ 
nerous pity, and an ardent deſire to 
extricate him from that uncomforta- 
ble and i gnominious confuſion and 
darkneſs in which he is bewildered: 
but the concern muſt grow upon him, 
when he finds that this is the caſe 
of multitudes ; that vaſt mumbers are in 
danger of bein g deſtroyed for lack 
of knowledge; and that an almoſt 
amverſal blindneſs is likely to fall 
upon Gop's rational creatures here ; 
below. Whoever is at all concerned 
for the honor of the DziTY ; for 
the intereſt of truth and virtue; or 
7 | _ 


( $3 
the good of e cannot behold, 
nor contemplate, ſuch a ſtate of chings, 
without being deeply affected; and 
finding himſelf heartily diſpoſed to 
contribute what is in his power to- 
wards illuminating and reclaiming | 
creatures thus miſerably circumſtanc- 
ed. Would not he be chargeable with 
great inhumanity, who ſhould ſuffer 
a blind man to. wander upon the 
brink of a pit or a precipice, with- 
out apprizing him of his danger, ar 
endeavouring to put him into the 
right and ſafe path? And how much 
unfriendly and cruel is. it, to 
| — men either wholly unconcern- 
ed about futurity, regardleſs of the 
conſequences of their actions, and 
paſſing life in a kind of lethargic 
ſtupidity or frantic delirium; or, on 
the other hand, Su to be better 
informed, ſecking inſtruction and wiſ- 
dom, and inquiring after the road 
to happineſs ; without endeavouring 
| | . 


tn} 
to awaken them to 2 ſenſe of their 
danger and their duty, or help them 
forward in their purſuit of know 
led ge and happineſs s Moſt aſſuredly, 
ſuch a temper is the very reverſe of 
his hom we call our Lord and 
Maſter: he, when he ſaw multitudes 
ſcattered: abroad, "As ſheep havin g no 
ſhepherd, (i. e. ahtiA faithful guides 
and judicious teachers, ) was moved 
with compaſſion towards them.” They 
were dif} poſed to receive the iniſtructi- 
ons of true religion, and deſirous to 
be directed in the Way to felieity; 
but the J ewith doctors, / the Seribes 
and Phariſees, had turned reli gion 
into mere hypocriſy, into vain tra- 
ditions, inſignificant and empty rites; 
ſo that they had none to whom they 
could apply for ue nenen | 


Tr 18 worthy of obfertar ion here, 
that, * when thoſe, whoſe lips ſhould 
a preſerve knowledge, and at — 


- CF 0 
mouth men ſhould. ask the law, 
« depart. out of the way, and corrupt 
the purity of religion; when, through 
« ſloth, avarice, or pride, they ſubſti- 
© tute, and recommend mere forma- - 
lity, or ceremonious performances, i mm - 
e the” room of ſubſtantial goodneſs, pu- 
«rity of heart and practical morality ; 
the minds of men are uſually diſ- 
*tracted and diflatisfied : unleſs (which 
is of all others the moſt melancholy 
and wretched ſtate), by a long con- 
£tinnance of theſe. corruptions, all 
* ſenſe of genuine piety and virtue 
is obliterated.” For, whilit any ſuch 
ſenſe remains, thoſe things will ap- 
pear to be (at leaſt comparatively). of 
à very trifling nature; and utterly in- 
ſufficient to recommend to the appro- 
bation and favor of the univerſal moral 
governour: the judgment cannot ap- 
prove them as excellent in themſelves; 
nor as any way valuable, farther than 
they! have a tendency to promote a right 
tempe- 
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temper and a virtuous conduct. The 
fore - mentioned cafe, therefore, except - 
ed, the mind cannot ſatisactorily ac 
quieſce in them; but is naturally ſuſ- 
picious that they are ineffectual, and 
perpetually alarmed with ſecret miſ- 
givings, that theſe are not the weigh» 
tier matters of the law. And - how 
much this was the caſe, with regard 
to the Jews, when Chriſt appeared 
amongſt them, none needs be told, 
who knows any thing of their 1 
tory, at that period: pomp and £ 
broad phylacteries, external — 
and purifications, were what they 
chiefly regarded. Nor was this the 
worſt; for, under a pretence of more 
than ordinary devotion and piety, they 

were guilty of the vileſt | extortion; 
preying upon, and devouring widows 
houſes. Surely the appellation of 

Blind guides could not be deemed too 
ſevere, when applied to ſuch men | 
as thoſe; who not only refuſed to 


80 


go into the kingdom of heaven them- 
ſelves, but hindered fuch as were 

entering to go in; who not only 
neglected to teach, but took away the 
very key of knowledge. With how 
much propriety, then, does the bene- 


volent Jeſus compaſſionate their caſe; 
and exhort his diſciples to beſeech 
GoD, that he would, in the courſe 
of his providence, raife up,” and ſend 
forth, judicious and faithful miniſters, 
who might induſtriouſly promote pure 
and undefiled religion, and labour to 
inſtruct and bleſs mankind ? And what 


an encouragement 1s it to engage and 


continue in this work, to conſider, 
that the harveſ? is plenteous ; that there 
are many, a great many, willing and 
defirous to hear ain” | receive the word 


- 


Ir any ſhould be of opinion, that 


this complaint and exhortation of our 


Lord were peculiar to che circum- 
ſtances 
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ſtances of the Jews, or of the world | 
in general, at that time; but are 


badly app! icable, or at leaſt not o 


neceſſary, where chriſtianity is receiv- 
ed and eſtabliſhed let it be granted 
that there was ſome ſpecial propriety 
in the caſe; as the Goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion was now to be firſt. publiſhed, 
and the world, in a great, meaſure, 
over-run with ignorance, ſuperſtition, 
and idolatry: but does it follow, that 
it is, at any time, improper or un- 
ſeaſonable to requeſt of Gop, that he 
would, from age to age, and as Oc- 
caſion requires, ſend forth ſuch as 
may inculcate the great principles of 
religion, and maintain and propagate 
the cauſe and intereſt of Chriſtianity ? 

That this is no juſt, concluſion ap- 
Pears, 1 think, from the two follow- 


ing conſiderationss̃ 


1.) Rncaien there are many who 


* not Tk Heap: the 4d tidings 
— 7 


. 


1 


of ſalvation. Are there not many wh 


yet walk in darkneſs, and have not 


ſeen this great light; who {till dwell 


in the land of the ſhadow of death; 


and upon whom it has not yet ſhined, 
to guide their feet into the way of 


peace? Are there not vaſt multitudes 


| who have yet no knowledge nor hope 
of falvation by the remiſſion of their 


/ 


ſins, through the tender mercies of 7 


our Go p; great numbers who are not 
yet vifited by this day- ſpring from on 
high; and on whom the ſun of righ- 


teoufneſs has not yet riſen, and ſhed 
his benign and healing influences 
And have we no compaſſionate concern 
Can we conſider their 


for theſe? 


ſtate without one benevolent wiſh 
that they were bleſſed as we are; or 


ever once requeſting that the father 


of lights would be graciouſly pleaſed 


to. illuminate them by this glori- 
ous diſpenſation? - Remaining indif- 
ferent, in this reſpect, can we, with 


* : any 


(- 3 
any propriety or truth, profeſs. A 1 
gard for our Redeemer's intereſt; or, 
with the leaſt ſincerity, pray that his 
kingdom may come? Can we be fup- 
poſed heartily to with that the king- 
doms of this world may become the 
kingdoms of Chriſt; that the heathen 
may be given him for his inheri- 
tance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth for his poſſeſſion; and that 
the earth may be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord as the waters co- 
| ver the ſea! Now, as the Apoſtle 
n. xiv. juſtly reaſoneth, How ſhall they call 
aon him on whom rey have not believed ? 
and how ſhall they believe in him of 
whom they have 5 heard? and how 
} fall they hear without a preacher ? 
1 and how ſfliall they preach, except 
| | = they be — — 3 ſtill ge 
I firmed that Zhe harveſt wo plenteous ; | 
j | and, comparatively ſpeaking, that rie 
j labourers are few: conſequently, the 


il 
Vi 
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| | propriety of praying that a competent 
j > number. 


( 13 ) 
number may be ſent forth ſtill con- 
tinues. Nor is this all: for even 
where the Goſpel is publiſhed and 
profeſſed, where there are thoſe who 
ſuſtain the character of ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, and declare themſelves la- 
bourers in his vineyard; are not the 
commandments of men taught for 
the doctrines of Gop; and the com- 
mon people, inſtead of being nouriſh- 
ed up in the words of faith and of 
good doctrine, artfully and induſtri- 
ouſly kept in ignorance? Have not 
they, who ſhould have preſerved the 

purity of the Goſpel, ſhamefully cor- 
rupted it; and, inſtead of ſpeaking 
the things which become ſound doc- 
trine, followed cunningly deviſed fa- 
bles? Is. it not, then, devoutly to 
be wiſhed, that ſuch blind or de- 
ſigning guides were ſuperſeded; that 
their ſiniſter principles and practices 
were clearly detected; and the too 
credulous multitude reſcued from 
noi — 8 their 


(093 
their wicked and miſchievous delu- 
ſions, and plainly inſtructed what the 


nature and ny of the FOR are! L 
But, Ly ; 


2.) Tux reaſonableneſs of this 
appears from hence, —that a conti- 
nual ſucceſſion of theſe labourers is 
neceflary. One generation is paſling 
away after another; and every ſuc- 
ceeding one wants to be gradually 
inſtructed and improv'd ; for none can 
claim the priviledge of being born 
with the knowledge of moral and 

religious principles: and if it be gran- 

ted that mankind continually want to 


have their attention rouzed ; to have 


their hopes and fears (thoſe grand 
_ ſprings of action) repeatedly applied 
to; to have the important principles 
of natural and revealed religion ex- 
plain'd and inculcated from time to 
time; and to be again and again 
reminded how deeply they are inte- 
| SS reſted . 
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reſted) in the. knowledge and practice 
of theſe: the uſefulneſs and neceſſity 
of a flanding miniſtry can never rea- 
ſonably be called in queſtion. One 
may venture to aſcribe it, in A great 
meaſure, to this, that there is even 
the appearance of virtue and religion 
amongſt us: for is it not more than 
probable, that, if public religious aſ- 
ſemblies and miniſtrations were dropt, 
the groſſeſt ignorance, and even bar 

barity itſelf, would preſently over- 
whelm us; all ſenſe of obligation and 
duty to Gop, and even the very no- 
tion of his being, perfections, and 
ſequence of this, juſtice, equity, and 
goodneſs fail from among men? But 
(Lay a fucceffion of theſe labourers is 
neceſſary: for thoſe Who are now en- 
gaged in this work, muſt ſhortly be 
called off, as others have been before 
them. A perpetual continuance, and 
an unchangeable prieſthood, are the 
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prerogative of the Lord Jeſus! Chriſt 
only. Frequent and mournful experi- 
c1ce we have, that miniſters are not 
ſuffered to continue by reaſon of death; 
that their lives are as precarious. as 
thoſe of other men; that their uſe- 
fulneſs (as to living inſtruction) may 
be unexpectedly cut ſhort ; and their 
reſpective charges left, for a ti ne 
leaſt, without ſtated paſtors. Should 
not Chriſtians, therefore, pray for them- 
ſelves, and for one another, that 

„the Lox D, the Gop of the ſpirits 
„ of all fleſh, would ſtill provide ſome 
* who may feed the flock of Chriſt 5 
« who may be worthy to be ſet over 
« the congregation ; who, with pru- 
_ « dence and piety, may go in and out 
« before them; that the congregation 
of the Lokd be not as * — 
„have no Ag |; 
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ariſe the following obſervations? 
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2 a ſenſe of Fes. great 1 


mankind have of inſtruction, and the 


probability there is of ſerving and ſav- 
ing them, we ſhould be induced to 
engage in ties I office. N 


* 7 Tas, 


n. Tur 18 office 15 not an x idle, tos 


m 403 Tir | nd the 1 ny; and ought 
to be the practice of Chriſtians to be- 
ſeech Gop that he would continually 
raiſe up, and ſend forth, ſuch as may 
be diſpoſed and qualified to maintain 
and inculcate the ERR of, true 
nen t dn Et! 


I. . Mr firſt aha b 
miniſters ſhould be induced to enter 


upon their oſſice from a ſenſe of the 


great need mankind have of inſtruc- 
tion, and the probability there is of 
Ain them good ſervice, by explain- 

ing 


( & 
ing to them, and inculcating upon 
chem, che doctrines of: at | 
Tie pues ſhould Hee! hes 
ſen from a principle 'of benevolence; 
from a conviction that it is highly be- 
neficial to mankind; that they want, 
and that they are willing, to hive. their 
underſtandings enlightened, and their 
judgments informed; to be made ac- 
quainted with their duty, and perfuad- 
ed to practiſe it; to be ſhown wherein 
their true happineſs conſiſts, and how 
they may attain” it. The governing 
view ſhould be to make men meet for 
the heavenly inheritance, byumplant- 
ing and improving in their hearts the 
principles and habits of piety and vir- 
tue. Temporal emoluments, wealth 
or grandeur, ſhould have lit tle influ- 
ence here: or if they are at all deſired, 
Te ſhould be only in ſubordination ta 
more extenſive uſefulneſs. The con- 
verting of . inſtructing the ig- 
| | norant 
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norant, eſtabliſhing and improving the 


virtuous, ſhould excite to the undertak- 


ing this office. Nor is the undertaking 
ſo hopeleſs as ſome may ſeem to ima- 


gine. Mankind do not deſpiſe inſtruc- 


tion, nor hate to be reformed: Men 
may have, moſt men actually have, 
their prejudices, of one kind or ano- 
ther; and theſe induce them, for a 
time, to oppoſe the truth, becauſe they 


hinder them from diſcerning its evi- 


dence: but tis not to be, imagined they 
ſhould hate it merely as ſuch; or de- 


liberately refuſe to grow wiſer and hap- 


pier. ITis more than probable, that 


inſtructors have charged that upon the 


dulneſs or obſtinacy of their diſciples, 
which ought to have been imputed to 


their own ignorance, ſloth, or, indiſcre- 
tion. It is not at all to be wonder d 


at, that, Where teachers are indolent 
or injudicious, the minds of thoſe un- 


der their care remain confuſed and 
ductuating. There are, indeed, diſcou- 
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ragements and difficulties ariſing from 


various quarters: and, perhaps, [this 
greateſt of all is, that many, who pre- 


tend to be guides, miſlead ; that teach- 


ers themſelves inculcate error; and, 
inſtead of tranſlating men into the li- 
berty of the ſons of Gop, enſlave them 


to the inventions of men. However, 


this ſhould be ſo far from making the 


virtue inactive, that it ſhould © cauſe 


them to exert themſelves with double 


reſolution and vigor: and when a man 


enters himſelf as a labourer in the 


harveſt, with a ſincere intention to en· 
lighten and bleſs the world, as far as 
his influence may extend; when, with 


a benevolent deſire to win ſouls, by 


leading them into the paths of piety 
and virtue, he engages in the miniſte- 
rial work; and, actuated by a well 
regulated zeal for the glory of Goy 
and the intereſt of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, takes wa him the office 
of 


( an 


of a public teacher; * deſigns are 3 


truly honourable; his character i is ami- 


able; and every friend af religion, 
every ſincere Chriſtian, will with him 
good ſpeed in the name of the LORD: 
He will find, indeed, that much 1s 


reſting up, paſs Ne 80 5 <7 Bog 
| bi 85 
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| ment. If it. be, reproachful to and 
idle out of the vine- yard, it muſt be 


much more ſo to be indolent and : 


i 


flothful after... havin g. requeſted. and 
gained admittance, into it. Was it to 


loiter or loll at eaſe, to 8 to. las 


zineſs, to eat the bread of idleneſs, and 
that we liſted; curlfves' 2, a 
in GoDs. harveſt ? Was it 2 that WC 


might have nothing to do, that we 
took upon us an office which requires 


us to ſpend and be ſpent; to give 
attendance to reading, to exhortation 


and derte and to be inſtant in 1 fea- 
fon 
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wicked as to neglect their duty. 


% 
ſon and out of ſeaſon? If this was 
our view, and we behave accordingly, 


What can we expect, at laſt, but the 
doom and puniſhment of the wicked 
and flothful ſervant? 


With continued 
aſſiduity and patience are we enga- 
ged to labour: with unabating vigor, 
and undaunted firmneſs are we obli- 


ged to encounter the Prej judices and 


re proaches of the world: in honor or 


diſhonor, in evil report or good report, 
are we bound to approve ourſelves un- 


to Gor. Some, I believe, are ſo weak 


as imagine that men in our ſtation 


have a very eaſy life, and little or no- 
thing to do; very probably, becauſe 
ſome in it have been ſo unfaithful and 
But 
they have a very miſtaken notion of the 
miniſterial work, who entertain ſuch 
ſentiments as theſe. Is it an eaſy 
matter, can any man think, to acquire 
a fund of knowledge proper for this 


office; to deal to every one their ſuita- 


ble 


wand 


ble portion in due ſeaſon; to enters . 
tain and improve thoſe. who hear us ; 
to ſatisfy their ſcruples, remove their 
prejudices, and bear their infirmities ; 
to oppoſe the progreſs of vice, diſcoun- 
tenance faſhionable follies, and com- 
bat vulgar errors? Is it an eaſy mat- 
ter, not to make men our enemies, and 
vet to tell them the truth; to keep a 
good conſcience, and not incur the 
cenſure of the world? If, indeed, 
any can content themfelves with mak» 
ing /mecures of their charges; or reſt 
ſatisfied with a bare ſlovenly perform- 
ance of juſt what they are obliged 
to; if they can, without bluſhing or 
reluctance, / enter into other men's la- 
bors, and think themſelves amply e- 
quipped when they have gleaned and 
| patched up as many diſcourſes as 
there are ſundays in the year; if they 
have no farther concern than merely 
how to fill up an hour or two in the 


pls congregation * a Lord's day; 


and 


(+ 


and are indifferent whether hoip re. 
ſpective flocks grow wiſer and better 
or not; they need give themſelves no 
great trouble: there will, upon ſuch- a 
plan, be little occaſion for reading or 
meditation; nor will there be much 
matter if ſuch labourers as theſe (if 
they at all deſerve the appellation) be, 
not only all the day, but all the . 


idle. But they who ſeriouſly conſider 


themſelves as intruſted with the wel- 
fare of immortal ſouls; and reflect, that 
as they are diligent and faithful, or 
the contrary, truth or error, virtue 
or vice, will reſpectively gain ground; 
will find ample work to do, a num- 
ber of duties reſting upon their hands, 
and time little enough in which to 
perform them. And if ſuch men as 
N _—_ are a real bleſſing to the world, 
and to the age in which they live; if 
they are, as it were, the ſalt of the 
earth, the pillars of truth, and the 
1 of. E and virtue; 


'thind 


=_ 
third obſervation muſt be admitted as 
reaſonable beyond all contradiction; 
VIZ. es + EW 
III . . Tnar it is the duty, and 
ſhould be the practice of Chriſtians 
to beſeech Go, that he would con- 
nu ally raiſe up, and ſend forth ſuch 
as may be diſpoſed to, and worthily 
qualified for this office. I am not ap- 
prehenſive the reaſonableneſs of — 
will be called in queſtion; nay, 
abſurd to ſuppoſe it ſhould by ſem 
who think public worſhip ou ght to 
be maintained: tho tis to be feared 
pecuniary advantages are gen rally 
deemed the moſt efficacieus induce- 
ments; and miniſters themſelves have 
given but too juſt ground to appre 
hend they are ſo. However, let us 
inquire, a little, with what diſpoſi- 
tions and views we fhoeuld prefer 
ſuch a requeſt ;—and what is incum- 
bent upon us, in order to our 
: acting 


| 
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acting, in this reſpect, conftenly 
| Rats our * e 


Ir is an agreed point, that as our 


views and intentions are worthy and 
commendable, or the contrary, ſo our 


Prayers will be acceptable or diſplea- 
ſing in the fight of Gop. It ought to 


be remembered, then, that miniſters 


are not confined, as to their influence, 
merely to that ſociety or diſtrict over 


which they are more immediately 
placed: others may be greatly bene- 


fited by their good examples, by their 


meekneſs, benevolence, and candour ; 


or unhappily affected by their irre- 
gular conduct, by their pride, or un- 
charitableneſs. When, therefore, we 
beſeech Gop that he would ſend forth 


labourers into his harveſt, we ſhould 
ſeriouſly conſider what character they 
ought to ſuſtain; and pray that they 
may be extenſively uſeful; and, in 
order to this, that they may be men 

| R | of | 


Jof 2 truly catholic ſpirit ; 1. e. men 


allowed to judge of ſome people's 


private prayers by their public beha- 
viour, in this inſtance, we muſt take 
the liberty to ſay,.—“ they are 40 
« quite what they ſhould be.” 
often; it ſhould ſeem, they . | 
from unguided zeal, or party-attach- 
ments; from an over- fondneſs for 
their own opinions; or from a deſire 
to pleaſe ſome whom they want to 
oblige. Let the queſtion be fairly 
put, and honeſtly. anſwered ! for 
* what end is it we wiſh, and pray 
„that Gop would raiſe up, and ſend 
«© for th miniſters?” Is it not, Or ſhould 
it not be, that they may ſucceſsfully 
entreat men that they would be recon- 


ciled to Go ;—faithfully, preach re- 
miſſion of ſins which are paſt, in the 


name of Chriſt, upon repentance and 

reformation exhor men to abſtain 

from fleſhly luſts, which war againſt 
itt! D the . 
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628) DE 
the ſoul; — and affectionately warn 
them to flee from the wrath to come ; 
Are they not ſent to inſpire men's 
minds with the love of Gop and 

of one another; to explain and in- 
culcate the important principles and 
| duties of natural and revealed reli- 
gion; and corivince men that tis 
impoſſible they can be happy without 
being holy? How very unchriſtian 
and mean is it then, to pray or wiſh 
for ſuch as may juſt ſuit our particu- 
lar humour, or maintain our peculiar 
fentiments? As the view of every mi- 
niſter, upon entering into this office, 
ſhould be the maintenance and ad- 
vancement of true religion ; ſo like- 
wiſe ſhould the people's be, when they 
pray that they may be ſent forth. 
Miniſters who are puffed up with 
pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, who are 
greedy of filthy lucre, fond of pro- 
phane and vain babblings, or under 
the influence of ' a narrow, party- 

| ſpirit, 


1 
ſpirit, have ever done, and ever will 
do unſpeakable miſchief in the church 


of Chriſt. I ſay, therefore, (when this 
is the ſubject matter of our requeſt 


- to. heaven) our heart's deſire and 
prayer to Gop ſhould be; — that they 
may be men of ſound wiſdom and 


knowledge ; endowed with prudence, 
moderation, and candour ; diligent and 


impartial; apt to teach ; and good 
examples to others, in word, in con- 


verſation, and in charity. The general 
intereſt of the Redeemer's kingdom 
(in which every man's own intereſt 


is included as a part is in the whole) 


ſhould be the ſincere concern and ul- 
timate ſcope both of miniſters and 
people. No other view can juſtify - 
our praying to Gon that he would 


fend forth labourers into his harveſt, nor 
them in entering themſelves as fuch. 


Bur we ou ght not only to pray 
for this; we ought to conrribute what 


we _ | 
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we can towards it. When we pray 
for any blefling or advantage, 
thereby virtually promiſe and en News 


to do what is in our power in order 
to obtain it. 


this would be tempting 
Gop, not tru ting in him. 80, like- 
wiſe, in the caſe before us; what we 
can, we ought to do, that labourers 


may continually be ſent forth. And 
if any ſhould aſk —What way can 


we contribute to this? I anſwer,— 


1ſt. By affording all due encourage- 
ment to ſuch as are already engaged 
in this work. I would not be thought 
to plead for pompous titles or great 
revenues; I have not my eye chiefly 


4 


Nor is this at all in- 
conſiſtent with a proper reliance upon 
divine providence and direction. We 
| pray for daily bread ; but, ſurely, no 
one will ſay, that we ought there- 
fore to take no manner of care about 
it, nor uſe any endeavours for it; 

that men need not plow, nor ſow, 

nor reap : 


69 
upon a maintenance; though, I am 
perſuaded, I may be allowed to ſay, 
— men in this ftation, behaving 
well, deſerve to be highly eſteemed - 
for their work's ſake ; and that they 
are entitled to a comfortable liveli- 
* hood, as a recompenſe for their 
« labors' This, one may ſuppoſe, 
every reaſonable perſon will readily 
allow. When we commence mimſters, 
we do not ceaſe to be men: a con- 
cern for ourſelves, ' for our families, 
or for thoſe whom providence has 
made dependent upon us, is as na- 
tural to us, as it is to perſons of 
any other profeſſion. But, there are 
other ways of diſcouraging miniſters, 
beſides that of affording them but a 
ſcanty allowance ; and, I. am. afraid, 
more common too; (for, to the ho- 
nor of many, it may be ſaid, that 
to their power, yea, and even beyond 
their power, they are willing in this 

reſpect) I mean, by cenfuring th 
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_ 
as unſound and heretical ; cramping 

them in the diſcharge of their office; 
ſtigmatizing them with ſome odious 
name; and laying them under diffi- 
culties how to be faithful and yet 
acceptable, conſcientious and yet uſeful. 
This is, . in truth, a moſt forbidding 
_ circumſtance: and, to my certain know- 

ledge, has hindered ſome from enter- 
ing into the miniſterial office. It is 
not every one that can bear the 
thought of having every ſelf-ſufficient 
and forward opinioniſt to fit as an 
Inquiſitor upon him; or that a con- 
ceited, whimſical humoriſt or two 
ſhould have it in their power to diſ- 
turb his peace, and uncomfortably af. 
fect his intereſt, reputation, and uſe- 
fulneſs. If, therefore, you would en- 
courage others to ſucceed us, guard 
againſt this pragmatical and petulant 
turn of mind; cultivate and exerciſe 

a truly catholic ſpirit ; give us li- 
berty to expatiate freely upon every 
topic 
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| topic; and neither reproach. nor avoid 


us as heretics, becauſe we are either 
not ſo wiſe, or wiſer than yourſelves, 


By carrying it with candor, reſpect, 


and generoſity towards thoſe who are, 


at preſent, labouring, others will be 


more ready and defirous to engage in 
the ſame work. And I will not deny 
myſelf the ſatisfaction of thus publicly 
declaring, — It is with great plea- 
* ſure I conſider to whom I ſpeak; 
* VIZ. to a people who have approved 
« themſelves the ſincere - and judicious 
friends of liberty and rational reli- 


gion, by ſteadily adhering to, and 


« generouſly ſupporting your late wor- 
« thy paſtor, when attacked by i gno- . 
rant and troubleſome perſons, who 
knew not what they ſaid, nor 
vVhereof they affirmed; who cen- 
« ſured without judgment, and conti- 


nued to accuſe (not only without 
but) contrary to evidence. If any 
of theſe people now hear me, I ear- 
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( 
neſtly exhort them, ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, whether they may not have 
been the cauſe, in part, why our 


late friend, and brother, was ſo im- 


maturely called from his labor and, 
if they will give themſelves — to 
enter upon ſuch an inquiry, to re- 
member, that, when the mind is per- 
plexed and chafed, the body muſt be 


uncomfortably affected. If they can- 
not acquit themſelves of having treated 
him difingenuouſly, let them imme- 


diately repent ; leſt, when his righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall be brought forth as the 
light, and his judgment as the noon- 
day, they be covered with ſhame and 
confuſion. But, to leave men of this 
ſtamp to their own reflections, | per- 
mit me to ſay, — I entertain the moſt 
« pleaſing confidence, that you will 
* unanimouſly endeavour to repair 
your loſs; and that you ſtill con- 
* tinue heartily concerned for the ſup- 

= and crelit of « our common Chri- 

a ſtianity. 
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8 Rianity? Indulge me alſo, by allow- 
ing me here to acknowledge the ho- 
nourable regards you have expreſſed 
for the memory of your deceaſed 
paſtor, and the generous concern you 
have ſhewn for his afflicted widow 
and fatherleſs children. Doubt not 
but your goodneſs thall be remem- 
bered to your honor and' advanta ge 
both here and hereafter. I go on 
to obſerve, chat people may contri- 
bute to the obtaining a continued ſuc- 
ceſſion of public religious inſtructors, 
—2dly, By aſſiſting ſuch as are en- 
deavouring to qualify themſelves for 
this employment. For want of this, 
in all probability, many a fine ge- 
nius has been hindered from diſplay- 
ing itſelf; and thoſe have been' con- 
fined to obſcurity, who would have 
done ſignal ſervice in a public capa- 
city. It is matter of concern and 
uneaſineſs to ſome, that fo few ſeem 
an to fill up the places of 
E . thoſe 


a5) 
thoſe who are gone, and of ſuch” as 
muſt ſhortly follow. It may be we 


are but too apt to donbt and fear: 


but, judging according to human pro- 
bability, the proſpect is but ſomewhat 
gloomy. Our fellow-labourers are 
called off, one after another; or 
(which is full as melancholy) inca- 


pacitated, by age, or infirmities, for 


public uſefulneſs ; few, who can diſ- 
Poſe of a ſon any other way, deem 
it Eligible for him to enter upon this 
office; unleſs they hope, ſome way or 
other, to procure him preferment: 
and many ſeem to think it ſufficient, 


and moſt adviſeable, implicitly to 


follow the public leading, and con- 
tentedly acquieſce in commontly-re- 
ceived notions. In ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, thoſe, who think the principles | 


of liberty worth ſupporting, ſhould 
beſtir themſelves; and endeavour to 


make ſome proviſion for another 
generation ; which they can no way 


Yo 
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more effectually do than by aſſiſting 
promiſing young men, of reputable 


families, though of ſmall fortunes, 


in proſecuting thoſe ſtudies which are 
previouſly neceſſary to their appearing 
with credit, or doing real ſervice to 


the Fuse of rational religion. 


A BRIEF „ or two, ſhall 
cloſe this diſcourſe. | 


— 


1.) How very unreaſonable is it in 


miniſters to envy one another's ſuc- 


ceſs? Should we not rather, as fel- 
low-labourers, and co-partners in one 
common intereſt, , rejoice. to hear of 
each other's acceptance. and uſefulneſs ; 
that religion thrives under our ma- 
nagement; and that the pleaſure of 
the LoxD is made to proſper in our 
hands?. Do we not profeſs to have' 


one common end in view, the ſalva- 


tion of ſouls? and ought it not to 


be highly pleaſing to us to find this 


Pro- 


„ 
promoted by as many inſtruments as 
may be? Is it not the Redeemer's 
kingdom we all declare ourſelves en- 
gaged and deſirous to ſupport and 
advance; viz. righteouſneſs and evan- 
gelical obedience? and ſhould it not 

be matter of joy to us when this is 
enlarged, and proſelytes are made to 
it, by whatever hands Gop is pleaſed 
to effect it? 'Tis a low ambition to 
be deſirous and proud of gaining ad- 
mirers and followers from other aſ- 
ſemblies, and they who indulge it are 
reaſonably ſuſpected of having ſome 
other intereſt to ſerve than that of 
truth; but a very commendable one 
it is to endeavour to draw men over 
from the dominion of ſin to the 
practice of holineſs, and from the 
power of ſatan unto Gop. We ſhould 
amicably and. -harmoniouſly conſpire 


in proſecuting this; and, inſtead of 


diſheartening and obſtructing, do all 
; in our power to encourage and ſup- 


"1 
port one another in the execution of 
our office. We have difficulties enough, 
without creating them ourſelves: and 
it becomes us to remember,—q houſe | 


divided againſt itſelf cannot ftand. 


2.) OUGHT you to pray that Ja- 
bourers may be ſent into the harveſt, 


and ſhould you not pray that their la- 
bors may be ſucceſsful when they are 


in it? Several times the Apoſtle Paul 
hath this requeſt, —brethren, pray for 
ur, We need, and we deſire, your 


prayers. We doubt not we ſpeak to 
many who have an intereſt at the 


throne of grace: and will you not 
uſe that intereſt for our ſakes? If 


you will not for ou, do it for your 


owns for very nearly are you con- 


cerned in the manner in which we 
diſcharge our duty. If we grow re- 


miſs, dull, and unedifying, your piety 


and devotion are in great danger of 


growing languid too, Pray, therefore, 
pe . that 


fs 
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( 49 ) 
that your miniſters may be daily more 
and more enlightened and furniſhed- 
for their work ; that they may hold 
forth, explain, and enforce the doc- 
trines of the Goſpel with power -and 
efficacy; that you, and others, may 


feel and live under their kindly influ- 


ence; and that, by their labors, the 


glory of Gop and the good of men 


may be abundantly promoted. But 


do none now hear me, . who ſeldom 


or never pray, either for their mini- 
ſters or themſelves ? Such (if ſuch 
there are) muſt give us leave to 
ſay, —* they are unfriendly to us, 


and unmindful of their own inte- 
* reſt, When miniſters and people 


come from private devotion into the 
public aſſembly; when they are infla- 
med with a mutual defire of impro- | 
ving and being improved; then may 
they hope that they ſhall not run in 


pain nor labor in vain, but that they 
{hall grow up together in knowledge, 


righteouſ ; 


righteouſneſs, and fai 


in the Day of the Loxp. 


Now to the Loxp of the harveſt, 


the Gop of all hope and conſolation, 
be aſcribed everlaſting praiſe, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


and meet 
one another, with inexpreſſible Joy, 
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